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CELEBRATING

GIVE TO SUNYULSTER.EDU/FOUNDATION

SUSAN RAYMOND BASCH ‘74  
POSTHUMOUSLY 

AND ELI BURT BASCH
Basch Keegan & Spada, LLP

Your Promise - Their Future Award

ALEJANDRO DURAN SANCHEZ ‘19
Vulna Unalign 

Outstanding Graduate of the  
Last Decade (G.O.L.D.) Award

TONY MARMO
Normann Staffing

Caring for the Community Award

PROFESSOR MARK STEWART
SUNY Ulster 

Anne R. Donovan Award for  
Faculty & Staff

BILL CALDERARA
Ulster Savings Bank
#BELIKEANITA Award 

SOIRÉE FOR SUNY ULSTER 
2025 CO-CHAIRS

Robert R. Jacobsen, Esq. ‘98
Victoria St. John - Gilligan 

PLANNING COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Cheryl Bowers ‘85
Barbara Cohen

Kimberly Maurer-Provenzano
Christopher Mikesh, Esq.

Robert Tonner
Jenn Zell

Katie Zell, CPA
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WELCOME FROM COLLEGE PRESIDENTA LETTER FROM THE COLLEGE PRESIDENT

On behalf of the Ulster Community College Foundation Board of Directors, I am thrilled to welcome you to this year’s Soiree for 
SUNY Ulster. 

Your generous contributions are deeply appreciated, as they represent more than mere donations-they are significant investments 
in the lives of our students, the strength of our college foundation, and the prosperity of our region’s future. As you read the stories 
of our award recipients-Susan Raymond Basch ‘74 (posthumously), Eli Basch, Esq., Bill Calderara, Alejandro Duran Sanchez ‘19, Tony 
Marmo, and Professor Mark Stewart-we hope you find their journeys both inspiring and insightful, showcasing the transformative 
impact of education and community investment. 

As Board Chair and proud SUNY Ulster alumnus, I urge you to connect with the College in ways that resonate with you. Whether it’s 
engaging with scholarship recipients whose dreams have been realized through your kindness, learning about innovative programs 
and facilities made possible by visionary donors, or discovering the outstanding work of our accomplished faculty and dedicated 
staff. This journal captures the essence of our collective influence white also serving as a call to action. 

As we celebrate our accomplishments, we recognize there is always more to achieve. Looking ahead, our goats are ambitious, 
focusing on promoting student success and meeting the dynamic workforce demands of our community. With your ongoing support, 
we can broaden our offerings, improve academic programs, and ensure that SUNY Ulster continues to be a crucial link between 
student career achievement and local economic development. 

Thank you for your vital role in this important mission. Your dedication has a profound impact, and together, we wilt shape a 
brighter and more robust future for our students and the entire community. 

Sincerely, 

John A. DeGasperis, Esq. ‘02
Board Chair

A LETTER FROM THE ULSTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION, INC. BOARD CHAIR

Dear Friends:

I am deeply grateful for the generosity of our community—and for the trust you place in SUNY Ulster, our students, and our 
mission. Your support fuels the belief that no one should have to choose between education and family, or between college 
and basic survival. Completion matters, and thanks to you, we are helping more students cross the finish line.

Because of your generosity, 86% of the Class of 2025 graduated debt-free. That’s not just a statistic; it’s a transformative 
outcome.

But your impact goes far beyond tuition assistance. Since 1997, when President Barbara Adams launched the Community 
Cares Emergency Fund, the Ulster Community College Foundation has been a lifeline for students facing sudden financial 
hardship—whether it’s a car repair, a shutoff notice, or an unexpected dental bill.

These emergencies might seem small, but they can derail a student’s education. This fund exists to ensure they don’t have to.

Research shows that emergency grants increase student retention and completion rates—but the deeper impact is human. 
When a student knows someone cares—not just about their grades, but about their life—they begin to believe in themselves 
again. They feel they belong. That sense of community can be the difference between dropping out and moving forward.

The Community Cares Emergency Fund meets students at their most vulnerable moments—with compassion, urgency, and 
hope. When you give, you’re not just covering a cost. You’re sending a message: You matter. We believe in you. Keep going.

One act of generosity can echo for decades. You can be the reason a student stays in college. You can be the one who turns 
a crisis into a comeback.

I hope you will join us in continuing to build a community that cares—one student, one story, one life at a time.

Warmly,

Alison Buckley, Ed.D.
7th President
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On behalf of the Ulster Community College Foundation, Inc. and the 2025 Soiree 
Committee, we are honored to recognize this year’s awardees; Susan Raymond 
Basch, Posthumously & Eli Burt Basch, Alejandro Duran Sanchez, Tony Marmo, 
Professor Mark Stewart, and Bill Calderara. 
As Co-Chairs, it is a privilege to help bring  together alumni, faculty, staff, students, 
and friends in support of a place that means so much to all of us. We are excited 
to bring you an inspiring night filled with purpose, connection, and celebration. 
The proceeds from this event will ensure that current and future students have 
access to the exceptional education and opportunities that SUNY Ulster provides. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and support. We look forward to sharing 
a meaningful and memorable evening with you. 

Sincerely,

 
Victoria St. John-Gillian & Robert R. Jacobsen, Esq.

WELCOME FROM OUR SOIRÉE CO-CHAIRS

SPONSOR & AUCTION ITEM DONOR LISTING
SPONSORS

The Family of Howard C. St. John
Ulster Savings Bank

Robert R. Jacobsen, Esq. & Carly R. Jacobsen
Normann Staffing
Alesco Advisors
Arold Construction

Bank of Greene County
New York Injury Law, LLP 

& John A. DeGasperis, Esq. ‘02
SUNY New Paltz Foundation

Zell CPA., P.C.
TJ & Debbie Briggs
O’Connor & Partners

Nancy Huleatt
Rondout Savings Bank
Ken & Anna Brett

WMC HealthAlliance
Dr. Joe & Barbara Cohen

Hudson Valley Credit Union
Dr. Craig Moss & Dr. Debra Karnasiewicz

Steve & Debra Kelley
Christopher Mikesh, Esq.

Roemer Wallens Gold & Mineaux LLP
BHHS Nutshell Realty via Laurel Sweeney

Tim & Laurel Sweeney/Rooted Hudson Valley
Rudy & Gretchen Breedy

Tamika Dunkley ‘10
Kingston Physical Therapy 

& Sports Rehab
Pro Painting LLC.
Studio Dog Designs

Ulster Federal Credit Union
Williams Lumber and Home Centers

EFPR Group, CPAs, PLLC
Jeff Lowe Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

Pamela Yosh ‘89

AUCTION DONORS
Adel Chefridi

Andrew & Katie Zell
Annarella’s

Aruba Office of Tourism
Blue Tree Marketing

Catskill Mountain Railroad
Dietz Diner
Elevate

Harley Davidson
High Falls Cafe
Jeff Farber

John Stote
Kingston Fine Jewelry

Little Italy
Masa

Phoenicia Diner
Red Onion
Reginato’s
Sage Greens
Ship to Shore

Stone House Tavern
Texas Roadhouse
The Brickman
The Cornell

The Drew Barrymore Show
Zulu Nyala

The Ulster Community College Foundation regrets the omission of any supporters not listed as a result 
of this year’s ad submission deadline to view the full list visit SUNYULSTER.EDU/FOUNDATION

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS
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Quality Service through Dedicated Involvement and 

Personal Attention 
 

Proud supporter of 
 

  
Douglas E. Zimmerman, CPA  6390 Main Street, Suite 200 
Partner Williamsville, New York 14221 
dzimmerman@efpradvisory.com www.efpradvisory.com 
 (716) 634-0700 
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Douglas E. Zimmerman, CPA  6390 Main Street, Suite 200 
Partner Williamsville, New York 14221 
dzimmerman@efpradvisory.com www.efpradvisory.com 
 (716) 634-0700 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THIS

YEAR’S AWARD
RECIPIENTS. 101 Smith Avenue Kingston, NY 12401

845 331 2480
Jeffloweplumbing.com
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YOUR PROMISE - THEIR FUTURE AWARD
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Locations throughout the Hudson Valley  
845.338.6322 / UlsterSavings.com

 EQUAL HOUSING LENDER / MEMBER FDIC

Congratulations!
And to fellow awardees:

Eli Basch, Esq and Susan Raymond Basch (posthumously)

Alejandro Duran Sanchez

Tony Marmo

Professor Mark Stewart

We are honored to have our own 
President and CEO Bill Calderara  
receive the #BeLikeAnita Award for his 
dedication to SUNY Ulster.

#BELIKEANITA
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CARING FOR THE COMMUNITY
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MARK STEWART, Ph.D.

ANNE R. DONOVAN AWARD FOR FACULTY & STAFF
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UCC Soiree Ad   9.86 x 9.6

Thank you to our generous donors and the
Ulster Community College Foundation
for making college possible for so many.

SUNY ULSTER CONGRATULATES the 2025 HONOREES 
of the 
THE SOIREE FOR SUNY ULSTER

SUSAN RAYMOND BASCH ’74, POSTHUMOUSLY 
& ELI BURT BASCH 

BILL CALDERARA
ALEJANDRO DURAN-SANCHEZ ’19
TONY MARMO
PROFESSOR MARK STEWART

Thank you to our generous donors and the
Ulster Community College Foundation 
for making college possible for so many.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Deborah Briggs, Chair 

Timothy J. Sweeney, Vice Chair 
Victoria St. John-Gilligan, Secretary 

Gunnar Bednarz, Student Trustee 
Bryant “Drew” Andrews 

Anna M. Brett 
Robert R. Jacobsen, Esq. ‘98 
Rev. Gregory Simpson, Ph.D. 

TRUSTEE EMERITI 
Karen Clark Adin 

Franc;oise C. Dunefsky 
Rod P. Futerfas 

Alan Lomita 
Susan M. McConekey 

George Rusk, Jr. 
David H. Rylance 
Gabriel F. Sottile 

William L. Spearman 
John J. Wadlin 

COLLEGE CABINET 
Alison Buckley, Ed. D. • President 

Eileen Abrahams • Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs & Dean of Faculty 
Adam Aguirre, Ph.D. • Dean of Academics 

Kimberly Alexander • Chief Human Resources Officer 
Rudy J. Breedy MPH • Executive Director of Institutional Advancement & External Relations 

Tess Hartman-Cullen • Interim Accreditation Liaison Officer 
Mark Longtoe, Esq. • College Counsel 

Kari Mack• Co-Chair of the Staff Assembly & Director of the Library 
Christopher Marx, Ed.D. • Vice President for Workforce, Economic Development & Community Partnerships

Douglas McNabb • Associate Vice President of Enrollment Management & Student Affairs 
Rebecca Mercado • Co-Chair of the Staff Assembly & ESC Counselor 

Jonathan Rhea • Chief Information Officer 
Michael Schreiber • Vice President for Administration & Finance 

Ellen Tangney, D.N.S. • Vice Chair, Academic Senate & Professor of Nursing 
Candice Van Dyke,’05 • Chief Diversity Officer & Professor of English 
Hans Vought, Ph.D. • Chair, Academic Senate & Professor of History 

Jenn Zell • Chief of Staff & Secretary to the Board of Trustees 

ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT CHAIRS 
Monika Espinasa • Biological Sciences 

Christopher Seubert, M.F.A. • SUNY Ulster Arts 
Penny Rifenburgh • English, Language & Philosophy 

Maria McCabe • Nursing 
Hans Vought, Ph.D. • Social Sciences, History & Education 

Steven Schimmrich, ‘83 • Sciences, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) 
Christie Cruse, Ed.D. • Business & Professional Studies 

James Truitt • Criminal Justice & Human Services 
Sandra Wiltshire • Veterinary Technology
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MORE INFORMATION 

845.647.6400

ERHNY.org

10 Healthy Way, Ellenville NY

GETTING BETTER.
TOGETHER.
YOUR HEALTH, OUR PRIORITY!

CHOOSE US FOR:

Emergency Services
Physical Therapy

Our team of skilled specialists, state-of-the-art
technology, and compassionate care work
together to provide you with the highest quality
treatment. Trust Ellenville Regional Hospital for 
all your healthcare needs.

Digital Imaging
Laboratory

Occupational Therapy

Cardiology
And more!
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Locations throughout the Hudson Valley  
845.338.6322 / UlsterSavings.com

 EQUAL HOUSING LENDER / MEMBER FDIC

Congratulations!
And to fellow awardees:

Eli Basch, Esq and Susan Raymond Basch (posthumously)

Alejandro Duran Sanchez

Tony Marmo

Professor Mark Stewart

We are honored to have our own 
President and CEO Bill Calderara  
receive the #BeLikeAnita Award for his 
dedication to SUNY Ulster.


