INDEPENDENT STATUS

CONDITION: THERE HAS BEEN AN INVOLUNTARY DISSOLUTION OF YOUR FAMILY
RESULTING IN RELINQUISHMENT OF YOUR PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY AND CONTROL.

DOCUMENTATION: A SWORN AND SIGNED STATEMENT FROM A PERSON OTHER THAN
YOURSELF OR YOUR PARENTS (SUCH AS A MEMBER OF THE CLERGY, A SOCIAL WORKER, A
LEGAL AID REPRESENTATIVE., OR AN OFFICIAL AT THE FACILITY OR INSTITUTION WHICH HAS
ACCEPTED RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR CONTROL OR CARE) RELATING TO YOUR FAMILY
CIRCUMSTANCES. THE STATEMENT MUST INCLUDE THE SPECIFIC REASONS FOR
RELINQUISHMENT OF PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AND CONTROL (SUCH AS ABANDONMENT
BY THE PARENTS, MENTAL AND/OR PHYSICAL ABUSE BY THE PARENTS, OR PARENTS BEING
NEITHER CITIZENS NOR RESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES), YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE
PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT, AND HOW THAT PERSON HAS DIRECT KNOWLEDGE OF
YOUR FAMILY CIRCUMSTANCES.

CONDITION: YOU ARE A VETERAN AND HAVE BEEN HONORABLY DISCHARGED FROM THE
U.S. ARMED FORCES.

DOCUMENTATION: COPY OF YOUR DD214, OR OTHER OFFICIAL DOCUMENTATION FROM
THE VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION OR YOUR BRANCH OF THE SERVICE.

CONDITION: PARENTS ARE DECEASED, HAVE BEEN CERTIFIED AS HAVING A TOTAL AND
PERMANENT DISABILITY, OR HAVE BEEN DECLARED INCOMPETENT BY JUDICIAL ACTION.

DOCUMENTATION: COPIES OF DEATH CERTIFICATED, MEDICAL CERTIFICATIONS, AND
COURT ORDERS. NOTE: DOCUMENTATION FOR BOTH PARENTS IS REQUIRED.

CONDITION: YOU ARE A WARD OF THE COURT (NOT INCLUDING STATUS AS AN INMATE).

DOCUMENTATION: COPY OF A COURT ORDER MAKING YOU A WARD OF THE COURT OR
APPOINTING A GUARDIAN OTHER THAN YOUR PARENTS.

CONDITION: YOU ARE RECEIVING PUBLIC ASSISTANCE UNDER YOUR OWN BUDGET AND
NOT AS A DEPENDENT OF YOUR PARENTS.

DOCUMENTATION: BUDGET STATEMENT OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION FROM A SOCIAL

SERVICE OFFICIAL SHOWING RECEIPT OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE OTHER THAN FOOD STAMPS,
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE OR SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS.

CONDITION: YOU ARE MARRIED (FEDERAL ONLY)

CONDITION: YOU HAVE A DEPENDENT (FEDERAL ONLY)
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